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The Life of Diane Barwin
Services for Diane Barwin, 74, of Groton will be 10 a.m., Monday, October 

6 at the First Presbyterian Church in Groton. The Rev. Terry Kenny will of-
ficiate.  

Visitation will be held at Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel on Sunday 
from 2-4 p.m. with a prayer service at 4 p.m.

Diane died October 2, 2014 at Sanford Aberdeen Medical Center.  
Diane Joy Gibbs was born on Dec. 6, 1939 in Aberdeen to Clayton “Kelly” 

and Arlene (McKiver) Gibbs. She attended school and graduated from Gro-
ton High School in 1957. Diane continued her education at Northern State 
College. She married Jack Larsen on February 14, 1959 in Groton. Diane 
worked as a bookkeeper for High Grade Oil in Groton for many years. She 

was united in marriage with Reuben Paul on November 4, 1972 in Aberdeen. Together, they made their 
home in Groton and Reuben passed away in September of 1999. On December 29, 2000 she married 
her high school sweetheart Boyd Barwin in Groton.

Diane was a very active member of the First Presbyterian Church in Groton, and spent much of her 
time in service to the church. Throughout her life she held many positions at the church including Sun-
day School teacher, treasurer, secretary, deacon, elder, and clerk of session. She was very involved 
with the Presbyterian Women group, serving as secretary and treasurer. Diane also belonged to East-
ern Star and NARFE (National Association of Retired Federal Employees). In addition to her church 
service, she enjoyed music and gardening, loved animals and cherished spending time with her family.

Celebrating her life are her husband, Boyd Barwin of Groton, her children, Kelly (Lori) Larsen of Au-
gusta, Georgia; Kim (Dwight) Zerr of Groton; Scott (Kristi) Larsen of Brookings; Jeremy Paul of Pierre, 
her grandchildren: Desiree Cyr, Taylor Barragan, Hanna Larsen, Kyla (Joshua) Behnken, Samantha 
Paul, Jessiah Paul, her sister, Penny (Bob) Van Kempen of Scottsdale, AZ, and her many other rela-
tives.

Preceding her in death were her parents: Arlene Gibbs Tiffany and Clayton “Kelly” Gibbs and her hus-
band, Reuben Paul.


