Florence Belden, 99, Groton, died
Saturday, June 1, 2002, at Beverly
Healthcare Center, Groton, Herfuneral
will be held Wednesday, June5, 3p.m.,
atEmmanuel Lutheran Church, Groton,
with the Rev. Stephen D. Swenson offi-
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clating. Burial will follow at Riverside [

Cemetery under the direction of
Paetznick-Garness Funeral Chapel,
Grofon.

Visitation will be Tuesday from 2 p.m.
ta 8 p.m. with a prayerservice at 7 p.m.
and will resume ene hour prior (o the
senviceon Wednesday,

Florence Hilma Lewis was bom near
Chandler. Minn., on December 29, 1902,
to Mels F. and Caroline (Jacobson)

Lewis. Atthe ageof 2she camewithher  §

family to South Dakota and grew up in
the Groton vicinity. She graduated from
Groton High School in 1921. She then
aftended Augustana College in Sioux
Falls and Northem Mormalin Aberdeen.
She taught rural schools for two years
before her marriage. Florence married
Richard Hansen in April of 1925, The
couplelived and farmedin the Houghton
area. Shetaughtruralschools in Brown
Counfyfaorancther 15 years. They moved
to Aberdeen in 1937, She worked as a
civilian employee at the Mavy Supply
Depotin Oakland, Calif., for two years
during World Warll, registering the frain
carnumbers. Florence refumedto Aber-
deen in 1945 and went to work at the
Brown County Courthouseinthe auditor's
andlaterthe ireasurer's office foratotal of
22 years. Richard died May 31, 1963.
=he marmied Oliver L. Belden on April
26, 1967 andthey retired totheirhome in
Groton. She walked before it became
fashionable towalkand everyonein town
always wanted to give her aride. Oliver
died Movember 23, 1981,
Florencewasamemberof Emmanuel

Lutheran Church, Graton, WELCA, In-
dia Circle, Groton Legion Auxiliary and
AugustanaAlumni. Shewas the original
starter ofthe quilling ladies at Emmanuel
and made aver 1,000 quilts of her own
for Lutheran World Relief.

Survivors include her foster family,
Gerald (Caral) Osterman, Groton; two
grandsons, Toddand Sandy Osterman
and Robert and Angie Osterman; six
great-grandchildren and many nieces,
nephews and cousins.

Preceding herindeathwere both hus-
bands, a son, Frank, her parenis, two
sisters andonebrother,

Casketbearerswill bz Todd Osterman,
Robert Osterman, Jason Osterman,
Loren Osterman, Richard Siefkes and
David Siefkes.

Honorary casketbearers will be the
quiltingladies.

The family prefers memorials to |
Emmanuel Lutheran Church Building |
Fund, 1006N. 2nd St., Groton SD 57445,



