November 27, 1947

Early Day Pioneer
Passes Away Friday

last Friday morning, Nov. 21, 1947.

months and his passing was not un-

20, 1859, the son of John and Margaret
Blair. With ather memhbers of the
Blair family he moved to South Da-
kota in about 1580, where he home-
steaded in the vicinily of what is
now Stratford,

Later he moved northeast of Gro-
ton, where he continued farming in-
terests until his death. He was one
of the few remaining early day pio-
neers and his passing will be noted by
the communify at large. . :

Frank E. Blair, his oldest son, re-
furned from Montana -to be present
at the funeral, as did Mrs. Mike
Bechner, hiz  daughter and Margie
and Michael Beehner, his granddaugh-
ter and grandson, respectively, from
Alamo, Texas.

Thomas Mitchell Blair passed away =
at the home of his son, Ed. M. Blair,

He had been in ill health for several |

expected.
Mr. Blair was born in Westhy,
Vernon County, Wisconsin, August.

He is survived by his widow, Augie
air, Alamo, Texas; Frank E. Blair,
, Yirginia City, Mont.; Ed, M. Blair,
-Gretony, S. D, his sons, and Jennie
‘Beat=gr of Alamo, Texas, his daugh-
: 3. besides ien  grand-children and

B

{swelve great-grandchildren.

In about the wyecar 1888 he was
mirried 1o Augie Robinson, to which
wndon four children were born, those
nametl above and Margie Blair, who
died 08 & young girl many years ago.

For several years Mr. Blair had
spent -his winters with his son, Frank,
in Montana, and his summers here in
Groton with his son, Ed, at whovzf_'
hone he passed away.
. Mr. Blair was highly regarded in |
(the community and his passing maﬂt.s
the gradunl thinning of the ranks of!
 mallant band  of early piotlee1';s,!
whose contribution to the commun-j
iy can scarcely be measured,

Funeral services were held
Pactznick Funeral Mome, Tuesday,
Wov, 23, 1947, the Reverend L. C.|
Benson of the local Methodist church !
yefliciating.  Interment was made at
{the Groton uniom cemetery. '

at the




