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The Life of Amy Flemmer

Services for Amy Marie Somers Flemmer, of Andover will be held Tues-
day, May 26, 2015, at 10:30 a.m. at Zion Lutheran Church in Andover
with burial following in the Andover Cemetery. Visitation will take place
Monday, May 25, 2015, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at Paetznick-Garness
Funeral Home in Groton, with a prayer service at 7 p.m.

Amy Marie Somers Flemmer died May 21, 2015, at Rosewood Court,
Groton, SD, having lived one month longer than her mother who had also
died at age 88. Born on the prairie, she had no wish to reside elsewhere
and spent almost all of her years living in Day and Brown counties. The
fourth child of Harold A. (H.A.) and Amy (Amsden) Somers, she was born
in her parents’ home in Verdon, S.D., on December 16, 1926. At age nine
months she moved to Andover, riding in a horse-drawn wagon driven by
her mother. As a youngster her family purchased a house in Andover
which became her residence for over 75 years until in 2008 she moved
to Groton. Quite recently she remarked that Andover had been a great
place to be raised and to raise her children.

Her mother, a former teacher, taught her to read before she began elementary school so in her first
year she combined two grades, graduating from Andover High School in 1943. During her secondary
years she served as a cheerleader, played basketball, excelled as a trumpet player in the band, and
finished as the salutatorian of her class. She then entered Northern State in Aberdeen, graduating in
1945 as an elementary teacher. For the next two years she taught in Mobridge and while attending a
dance there met Gordon Flemmer of Selby whom she married on July 6, 1947.

After the marriage she and Gordon settled in Andover where she taught at the school while Gordon
farmed and worked with her father at the business which eventually became Somers and Flemmer
Service. She assisted with the business and farming and especially enjoyed the fall of the year when
the new Chevrolet models were introduced. When she and Gordon began their family she spent until
1963 as a stay-at-home mom, returning to teaching for a year at Pierpont. In Fall 1964, she joined
the Groton school system as a fourth grade teacher, a position that she held for 28 years until retiring
in 1992. During her early years at Groton her summers were not vacations as she diligently attended
summer school at Northern State until completing her Bachelor of Science in elementary education in
1969. Amy and Gordon had three children during the early 1950’s — Candace, Kim, and Jon; then the
day after turning 48 years old in 1974 she gave birth to their son Ross who she later taught as a fourth
grade student.

Friends and social connections were vital to Amy’s happiness; many of her teaching colleagues be-
came her lifelong friends. Earlier in her life she was a member of Eventide Study Club, Wednesday
Club, a couples whist club, and a square-dancing group. Additionally she participated in bowling
leagues and a golf league in Webster. She was an avid fan of both the Minnesota Twins and Vikings as
well as her son’s Dell Rapids St. Mary’s football team. Before Gordon’s death in 1993, they served on
the Andover All-School Reunion Committee and participated in couples bridge clubs and a dinner club.
Always an enthusiastic traveler she had arranged several trips to Hawaii with Gordon. Since retiring
she enjoyed numerous bus tours especially with Ardath May — to New England, throughout the South,
and in western U.S.; they also cruised to Alaska. When Ardath moved to Aberdeen she maintained this
friendship through the efforts of another very close friend, Sheryl Keup. In later years she continued
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to play bridge especially enjoying partnering with Arlene Anderson; at Rosewood she even learned to
enjoy bingo, at which she won 2.5 times on the day of her death.

Her faith centered her life. She was confirmed at the Andover Methodist Church where she was also
married, but with Gordon she joined Zion Lutheran and remained a member there until her death. Dur-
ing that time she was an active member of the Zion Ladies Aid and related groups. Her children and
grandchildren provided her with great joy. They chuckled when she complained that driving through
northern Minnesota was boring because she couldn’t see anything — the trees were in the way. Truly
a daughter of the prairie.

Amy is survived by her children: Candace (Daniel) Kauffman, Winona, MN; Judge Jon (Jill) Flemmer,
Webster, SD; Ross (Cristy) Flemmer, Dell Rapids, SD; her grandchildren: Christopher Kauffman, Amy
(Robert Kinyua) Kauffman, Beth (Kevin) DeRonne, Seth Flemmer, Lucas Flemmer, and Jacob Flemmer;
her sister Lucille Pett, Whitewater, WI. She was preceded in death by her husband Gordon, her son
Kim, her parents, and her brothers Eugene and Richard.

Casketbearers will be Chris Kauffman, Seth Flemmer, Kevin DeRonne, Robert Kinyua, James Dylla and
Scott Anderson.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to Storybook Land in Aberdeen, SD, Groton Transit
in Groton, SD, or Zion Lutheran in Andover.
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