August 1, 1940

(JOHN REBER RITES
HELD SUNDAY P. M.

Funeral services were conducted on
Sunday afterncon at 2:00 o'clock, at
the Paetznick Funecral Home for Jchn
Reber, pioneer resident of this com-
munity, who died at his home in
| James early last Thursday morning,
|In charge of the rites at the Funeral
Home was the Rev. G. Bohn, pastor of
the James Lutheran church of which
he was a member. The body was laid
to rest in the Groton cemetery with
the Rev. F. E. Wilke, for many years
his pastor, reading the committal ser-
vice.

John Reber was a native of the can-
ton of Berne, Switzerland, having been
born there on July 9, 1854. His par-
ents were Mr. and Mrs. Nicolaus
Reber. Scon after the death of the
mother he and his father emigrated to
America, making their home in the
Groton community in 1888.

He was married to Anna Reber in
1877 and five children were born to
the union, all of whom survive. The
mother of this family died many years
ago and Mr. Reber was married a
second time.

He is survived by his wife and five
children; Fred of Aberdeen, Gottlieb
of Elmonto, Calif., Mrs. Marie Voigt
of Mansfield, Mrs. Anna Weihrauch
and Mrs. Ida Pasch of Long Beach,
Calif., three brothers, Christ of Can-
ada, Gottlieb of California, Fred of
Minnesota and one sister, Mrs. Albert {,
Friedly of Los Angeles, Calif, Twen- "
ty-five grandchildren and a number of
great grandchildren also survive,

The death of John Reber removes
another of the fast-thinning ranks of
the pioneer settlers, who created an
empire from a wilderness and whose
industry and business acumen were so
important a part of the development of
the new country. He made his home in
James for a number of years after re-
tiring from active life, where he lived
quietly and only on rare occasions
did he drive his model T. Ford sedan g
to Groton or to call on his children or I be
old friends. When the last of the"b
contemporaries of John Reber have su
died, a most remarkable era in the ‘G
history of the middle West will also! =
pass.
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