
Groton Daily Independent
Thursday, July 14, 2016 ◆ Vol. 23 - No. 014 ◆ 3 of 33

The Life of Donald Walter
Services for Donald Walter will be 11 a.m., Saturday, July 16, 2016 

at the United Methodist Church, Groton.  Rev. Thomas Carlson will 
officiate.  Burial will follow in Union Cemetery.

Visitation will be held at Paetznick-Garness Fuenral Chapel, Groton, 
Friday from 5-7 p.m. with a prayer service at 7 p.m.

Donald Merle Walter was born March 22, 1928 and fell asleep Sunday, 
July 10, 2016 at Golden Living Center, Groton, at the age of 88.   He 
was born on the family farm in Riverside Township north of Groton, 
SD to Merle R. Walter and Ethel (Hendershott) Walter. He attended 
the Happy Hour Grade School with his 3 brothers in Riverside Town-
ship for 8 years and completed high school in Groton during the era 
of WWII , graduating in 1946. He was always a hard worker and got 
his first paycheck while still in grade school, working for his uncle 
doing spring planting in the field. He was sometimes allowed to skip 
school to help with the farm work, but he always managed to make 
it to football practice. He lettered 3 years in football and basketball. 
His basketball team even played a game against the original Harlem 
Globetrotters, losing of course. One of his prized possessions was his 
“To Donnie, From Babe Ruth” autographed baseball.

Don’s mother fell asleep on Easter Sunday in 1941 when he was 13 years old. His father later married 
Alice Shearn and they raised the four boys on the farm. After high school, Don continued farming with 
his father, who had become ill.

In 1952, Don married Joy Simon of Zeona, SD.  That same year he and Roy Richards partnered to farm 
Roy’s land northeast of Groton, with Don eventually buying him out.  Don and Joy lived in Groton for a 
short time before moving to their new house on the farm. Son Allen was born in 1953 followed by daugh-
ter Donna in 1954. 

Don was very active in the community, serving on the Groton Township Board, the Groton School Board, 
the Farmers Union, the Masons, and the Methodist Church, serving in many offices over the years. He liked 
to play cards, snowmobile, and golf, taking up the game at age 50.  Don and Joy spent many winters in 
Mesa, Arizona beginning in 1983, where they eventually bought a home in a golf resort. They were also 
able to travel quite a bit, often with their close friends Rob and Lois Clemensen. In 1991, Don “retired” 
from farming and the couple moved into town in Groton. Their son, Allen, and his family, moved from At-
lanta to run the farm, although Don could often be found there helping out. He helped develop the Olive 
Grove golf course in Groton, including plowing the land.

After Joy fell asleep in 2010, Don continued living in their home until he moved to the Golden Living 
Center in Groton in 2015, after a battle with cancer.

Survivors include his son Allen (Joyce), Groton; daughter Donna (Mario) DeLudos, Sturgis, SD; three 
granddaughters, Michelle Walter (Matt Schwer), St. Paul, MN; Jessica Marshall, Kula, HI; Holly Walter, Min-
neapolis, MN; brother Jack, Groton; and three sisters-in-law.

Donald was preceded in death by his parents, wife Joy, and brothers Vernon and David.
Casket bearers will be Marc Hanson, Alan Strom, Jeff Howard, Roger Rix, Hal Clemensen and Connor 

Hanson.


