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" Rev. Frank Wilke

Services for the Rev, Frank E,
Wilke, 76, a former Grotonresident,
were held Monday July 31 at 10:30
a,m, in St, John’s Lutheran Church,
The Rev, Russell Peterson and the
Rev, Paul Wendling of Rapid City
officiated, Burial was in the Grotnn
Union Cemetery, |

Rev, Wilke died July 25 at the
Dakota Midland Hospital,

Mrs, Eugene Neuman, organist,
accompanied the congregation who
sang ‘Hallelujah, Jesus Lives,’” and
“Let Me Be Taine Forever.”

He was born March 24, 1895 at
Chicago, IlI, He graduated from
Concordia College in Milwaukee,
Wis,, in 1915 and Concordia Semi-
nary in St, Louis, Mo., in 1918, He
was ordained and installed in the
ministry on Aug, 25, 1918, He mar-
ried Helen Hofert Aug. 10, 1918, at
Chicago, She died in1850, His second
marriage was to Effie Young inJan,
1952, at ™ ~id City, She diedin1965,

Rev, Wilxe began his ministry in
the Trinity Lutheran Church at
James in 1918, He served withthe St,
John’s Lutheran Chiirch in Groton
and St, Paul’s Lutheran Church in
Ferney until 1942, the First English
Lutheran Church il Parker and the
Zion Lutheran Church in Rapid City,
He then retired as a. pastor of the
Lutheran Church M{ssouri Synod,

He managed the first junior Legion
baseball team in Groton and organ-
1zed the little league team in Parker.
He was appointed to'the South Da-
kota Athletic Commission in 1955 by
former Gov, Joe Foss and held that
position until 1960, He: served as
secretary of the South Dakota Dist-
rict Lutheran Chexch Missourd
Synod board of support and pension
from 1952 until 1965, He alsoserved
on the Black Hills Chapter of the
American Red Cross,

Since May, 1970, until he suffered
a stroke in October, 1970, he had
made his home with-his daughter
and son-in-law,. Mr, and Mrs,
Reuben Lehman, rural Groton, From
October 1970 until his death he was
intermittently a patient at the Da-
kota Midland Hospital and the A-
mericana Nursing Center in Aber-
deen,

He is survived by one daughter,
Mrs, Reuben (Laverna) Lehman,
Groton; one step-son, David Young,
Aherdoem one sister-in-law, Mrs,
Lillian Wilke, Chicago, I,; four

ndehlldron- three step-grand-
, children, and four great-grandchil-
dren,

He was preceded in death by one
sister, two brothers, both wivesand
one daughter, Ruth Larson of Valley

_ Springs,




