September 7, 1915

WILLIAM WOOD
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. William H. Wood passed away at his
home in Groton Wednesday evening of
last week at 4:25. He was one of . the
men who will be'missed from the com-
munity by reason of the fact that he'lt
had ever a force in its buflding, . Com- |2
ing to South Dakota in 1880, he had
lived through the years when it was @
task to continue here, and he had said
with many others, especially during
those times which tested the strongest
of men, that could he have gotten
away, he never wotld have come back.
But he survived the test and  lived to
enjoy the fruits of his early. labors. 4
he following account of the hard- |®
|ahms which were his to endure during
those early days, from his own_ pen,
tells, more graphically than could we
of the * yubles which were his, and’
they also serve to give an -incite Int®
the character of Wm. Wood, the" ml&
bottor than anythlnz which. we coul
. "My first exporlence in Sodth Dako: | b
ta'started from Watertown on” May .6,
with a yoke of oxen and a‘load o!
lumber for Holland's ranch. The lum-
ber was for.the purpose of putting up
a stopping place. That was my. first
trip over that trail. The wother (rml
was west from Clark to the river, then
up the river to York'’s. On my trip|©
from Watertown to Holand's rageh I |
had on luniber, tea: and tobacco.. five
pounds of tea and ten ,ounds of to-
wacco. I had been on the ground only | W.
about two hours- when I saw what I
thought 15 be soldiers, but they,proved
'to be Indians—40 of them, and I ean
tell you it did not take thet many
#| minutes to get my tea, tobacco and
everything else I had to eat with tho

]
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exc tnon of some bread which 1 had |m:
op with jumber.  Then they.
enﬁ me and they took my watgh.

?ed Well, 1 should say I was,.
he tobacco saved my hide. They
lt me as soon as they had itaken
Jeverything I had. They bad gone:but |k
| two or three miles when'I lnoked, over
toward Dead Man’s gulch and I bah;
a sight which pleased me mxzhmy
4hpe were'soldiers for sure. And th

ere after the red devils too—35 uold-
\liers and 10 Indian police,
|ting them to route the captain asked
Ime if t mr Indians had .taken anythiug
from 1" told him, what they bad |8
taken aud botold me that ;my/tea and
tobacco ha my ¥ “ Now if
those’ rod- h:&mw been im,luch a
burry et down to ‘Belcl; tord
where they purposed “to clea
| the shack and the settlers,“they wou
probably have had more fun with me,
[{but, ”ﬁem .they were after somev
'thing tter. owever, | never re-
ﬂ

Qe

eovgred my stuffifor when the captain
got back with-ther' 1 gquldu’t foy. the
fo of me tel} one buck rrom«ithe
0& The cap tain ghve me some ond | B
qu ent back m the fuct. 1 unloaded |l
Wart of my lumiber and went to work
to put up Holland's ranch. T arrived,
in Columbia May 10at12m. 1 would’
have Leen there soener, ‘but York, who
‘tiyed on the river at that time, put,
into a mud hole because. he thought | -

s from Michigan. 1 tell you the
pecple I found in Columbia were a
discouraged lot as everybody expected
o find a city, with a great fleet of steam
gupaing from Columbia to Jim
town, but about all I found, was a bunk
under tHe wagon until some of them
got some lumber from Watertown. The
first house in Columbia was that buiit [ W.

Atfer put- |

b Coxs. which Raadall %ind 1. put

t time a¢l who ' had
ukep near Columbia passed
avay 'u necelury make a
fﬂ‘%n thgtoof f h . 'bllﬁb

de 0 gr 8! e
mx.e p dlo was a “7
-\ a?e ~Jerome Wheel June
mvm about the. wor’t thing s

Tt was a very, hoth

wu 1 had’to do.
diy and young'Wheeler started’ !or Co- ¢
lumbia‘early in .the morning. T?
Has no way to’ ‘get to: Columbid but*
toswim if you happened to be_across s
the river. In going over he was taken 1
with cramps ¥ and “his " partner goty
lwod And Iebbimﬁro#n in.five feet
o '"3 T went and measugred him®
led ‘what.boards he had on his}
sod shafity: down“to. .make bim a box |
and told, hhfsal'myr to take hfm to hlln
c:qmn o nn 80 he wouldt’:
Rott. < ‘_they nev/e:.q?wed h
andt whey ith his boxy
lt about one-eighth too
sk both armd

ehd, b
gone eb Just
We buried

uo;.dur tognti!“ all

R fote coLmb:a July 2 for
field aecompani Johnn e Dal
Awo others, We m{ from Col-

gla to Fargo bepause we d-dn t hdve
bnee to-go on the stage. ;1 had
when'8} got to ¥argo but I

ln uck for I got n room in,a wag-.

.came back to

golumgin lﬁh 3 came ver, nezr
y r a -‘o water out on the
lgx? # nal 1 got to n%’lnce

h? er my tongue was
s0 nax'cb thtg uldo’t ask for it.'”
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That Willjam: ﬁeod .was one of th¢
original pioncers {8 ‘8videnced by the
‘fact that there were but four famllics
in this sectiop when' he .took  up his

homeltead hel\g The fisrt . seftiers
made - osiu near  the théaqd
he uu of ha ‘8pent the winter of
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To our n
with their
puth

aﬁy friends" who assisted us
ind: expressions of sym-.
, with many end belunfulforll
and with many. acts of ind»
ig and .little, and to the mem-
ip of ze choir which rendered
sus.h beautiful and consoling music at
t.he"funera) of our husband and fath-
i Wood, we wish to ex-
our heartfelt thanks. —
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